
 

Inventory No: BKL.1422   

Historic Name: Stoneholm, The Apartment House

Common Name:

Address: 1514 Beacon St

 

City/Town: Brookline

Village/Neighborhood: Washington Square; Beacon Street

Local No: 19/89-8

Year Constructed: 1907

Architect(s): Bowditch, Arthur Hunnewell; Moskow, Harry

Architectural Style(s): Renaissance Revival

Use(s): Apartment House

Significance: Architecture

Area(s):
BKL.K: Beacon Street Historic District
BKL.W: Brookline Multiple Resource Area

Designation(s):
Nat'l Register District (10/17/1985); Nat'l Register MRA
(10/17/1985)

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Ceramic Tile
Wall: Granite
Foundation: Granite
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 
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Area 
• 

•< - « * 

Form no. Area 
• 

•< - « * 
8 0 - 8 . 0 

i 1 W Brookline 

e s s 151U Beacon Street 

oric Name The Stoneholr 

Original apartments 

Present apartments 

j-jjjff , -:1 .pD^Jrship: £5 Private individual 
i^xr^P^ Private organization 

-1. I jF 
^'-Z^T1 Public 

Original owner John P. r, 7ebber 

1 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other buildings 
or geographical features. 
Indicate north. 

•. 2RIPTI0N: 

Date 1907 

Source B u i l d i n g permit 

Style Beaux-Arts Barooue 

Architect Arthur H. Bowditch 

Exterior wall fabric g r a n i t e 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates)_ 

Oct. 1947-convert from 19 t o 32 s u i t e s 

Moved f ^ p Date 

Approx. acreage 3 P ° 3 " 5 C • T T -

Recorded by C. Benka and L. Larkin Setting B u i l t on no r t h side of s t r e e t , 

Organization Brookline H i s t o r i c a l Com. a t f o o t o f C o r e y H i l 1 > overlooks 

Date June 19 8 0 Beacon Street 

(Staple additional sheets hey ^ 
. 1 , vii 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The pink granite building at 1514 Beacon Street was designed in 19 07 by 
A r t h u r H . Bowditch in the Beaux-Arts Barocue s t y l e . Among the m o r e o u t ­
standing architectural details are the embellished c o r n i c e , draped g a r ­
lands along the top edges of the tiled mansard r o o f , b a l c o n i e s , patterned 
marble and stained glass of the l o b b y , the marquis at the front e n t r a n c e , 
and the symmetrical massing in the courtyard d e s i g n . Other courtyard-type 
anartments on Beacon. Street include Richmond C o u r t , the prototype for this 
d e s i g n ; the W a r w i c k , 1862-1870 Beacon S t r e e t , and 1673-1681 Beacon Street as 
well as # 1 3 9 7 . The Stoneholm is an important example of the courtyard 
apartment house and has no rivals in terms of its a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Called ''the grandest courtyard apartment h o u s e " , "the m o s t m a g n i f i c e n t building 
of its tyoe on Greater Boston' -, and "a splendid B a r o c u e extravaganza that 
holds the high ground above Beacon Street with great d i s t i n c t i o n " (see B u i l t 
in Boston by Douglass Shand T u c c i ) , the Stoneholm w a s built and first owned 
by John P . W e b b e r who built his first house in Brookline at the corner of £ 
Kent Street and Longwood A v e n u e . W e b b e r , who onced lived at the J^plchester 
on Beacon S t r e e t , later built a large brick home and stable at the corner 
of Lancaster and Beacon S t r e e t s ; the Stoneholm w a s built next d o o r . 
Born in M a i n e , Webber established an office in the Rogers BuildJing on W a s h ­
ington Street in B o s t o n , having been in business in Bangor for 2 0 y e a r s . At 
one t i m e , he controlled 300,000 acres of the choicest spruce lands in the 
upper part of 'Taine and also ow'ed several large tracts in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota of the best white n i n e . 
"ebber hired A r t h u r H u n n e w e l l Bowditch to design this 19 suite apartment 
c o m p l e x . Bowditch was born in Boston In 18 70 and served as a draughtsmar. 
in the office of J. Merrill Brown before setting up his own firm of Bowditch 
and Stratton in 1 9 0 3 . He married Caroline Foster whose father was president 
of the Boston Sugar Refining C o m p a n y . One of his earlier works on Beacon 
S t r e e t , and i n d e e d , in B r o o k l i n e , was the Colchester A p a r t m e n t h o u s e , a 
Second Renaissance R e v i v a l style s t r u c t u r e , built-for his m o t h e r - i n - l a w . 
B o w d i t c h also designed his own home at 12 M a o l e S t r e e t ; the M a n u a l Training 

L i S c h o o l , and a number of single family houses including 5 7 Upland R o a d . 
V Perhaps his greatest contribution to B r o o k l i n e , h o w e v e r , were the buildings 
/ .which he designed on Beacon S t r e e t . In addition to the StoneholMand C o l c h e s -
' t e r , Bowditch designed the Bonair and Kenmore apartments at 1477 B e a c o n ; 

Pelham H a l l , an imposing apartment house on the edge of the Coolidge Corner 
commercial area: blocks of stores and offices at 1292-1308 and 1310 to 1322 
Beacon S t r e e t ; and nine attached single family houses at 1796-1812 Beacon St_j 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES designed in the m e d i e v a l revival s t y l e . 

Douglass Shand T u c c i , Built in B o s t o n ^ Boston: New York Graphic. Society 
1 9 7 8 , p p . 1 0 3 , 1 1 9 , 1 4 4 , 1 4 5 - 4 6 . 

History of B r o o k l i n e - 1 9 0 6 , p.166 
Permit-1907 
Leading M a n u f a c t u r e r s and Merchants in the City of Boston-p.332 

20M-2/80 
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INVENTORY F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N SHEET 

iMASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

He also designed a series of attached townhouses off Beacon Street at 
12-16 Corev R o a d . This c o m p l e x , built in 18 9 6 , shows evidence of the 
m e d i e v a l and shingle s t y l e s , and taken with Bowditch's works on Beacon 
S t r e e t , serves to demonstrate the immense range and great degree of 
versatility found in the skills of this a r c h i t e c t . 

The Stoneholm w a s one of Brookline's m o r e p r e s t i g i o u s a d d r e s s e s . Among the 
early residents were j u d g e s , b r o k e r s , leather goods m a n u f a c t u r e r s , and 
mining engineers as w e l l as industrialists and m e r c h a n t s . The economic 
and social class of the occupants did not vary substantially for at least 
the first 15 y e a r s , as indicated by r e s e a r c h through the Brookline d i r e c t o r i e s 
and street l i s t s . 

Community: Form No: 
BROOKLINE 19 i 

89-8,9 

Property NamerTI E STONEHOLM 

T h i s s t r u c t u r e meets NR c r i t e r i a C, being an example of the l u x u r i o u s and extravagent 
types of apartment h o t e l s b u i l t on Beacon S t r e e t during the 1890s and e a r l y decades 
of the 20th century and a unique example of the Beaux-Arts Baroque s t y l e . 
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D E P A R T M E N T O F P L 
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P L A N R E C O R D 

~ , N G The Stoneholm ALTS*. 
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'ORApartments 
B o y l s t o n Housing Core . 
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